AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 13, 1998

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—1997-98 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1661

Introduced by Assembly Member Alquist

January 12, 1998

An act to -amend—Seections—4502—and—4563—ef—and—to add
Section—4015—to—the—Family Ceoede—relating—te—ehitd—support.
add Section 9113 to the Welfare and Institutions Code,
relating to aging.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 1661, as amended, Alquist—ChHd—suppert—interest and
atterney’s—feesSkilled nursing and residential care facilities:
geographic guide

Under existing law, the Department of Aging provides
leadership regarding aging, in developing systems of home-
and community-based services that maintain individuals in
their own homes or least restrictive homelike environments.
Existing law separately regulates the operation of skilled
nursing facilities, under the direction of the State Department
of Health Services, and residential care facilities for the
elderly, under the direction of the State Department of Social
Services.

This bill would require the Department of Aging to develop
and maintain a comprehensive, easily accessible geographic
guide containing basic consumer information regarding
skilled nursing facilities and residential care facilities for the
elderly in California, including location and other identifying
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information, and information relating to the types of services
provided by the facility. The bill would also require the
department to provide information relating to the number
and nature of any final disciplinary actions taken by the
appropriate state licensing agency against a facility.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee- yes
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHON-L—Section4b61bisaddedtotheFamily

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares as
follows:

(@) Inasmuch as the number of Californians over 60
years of age will double by the year 2020, as predicted by
the 1995 federal mid-decade census, from 3.3 million to an
estimated 6.6 million, and inasmuch as the number of frail
elderly, 85 years of age or older, will double as well, there
will continue to be a demand for institutional care, as part
10 of the continuum of social and health care services for our
11 aging population.

12 (b) No comprehensive, up-to-date catalogue of basic
13 data relating to nursing homes and residential care
14 facilities for the elderly is currently available to the
15 public. At the present time, the only available
16 publications are private, for-profit listings, for which the
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—3— AB 1661

publisher receives payment from the facilities listed.
These publications do not include disclosure of public
records relating to disciplinary actions taken against these
institutions by licensing authorities.

(c) Provision of consumer information, and disclosure
of information contained in public records relating to
people and institutions licensed by the state is now
commonly accepted practice, authorized or required by
both statutory and regulatory law.

SEC. 2. Section 9113 is added to the Welfare and
Institutions Code, to read:

9113. (a) The department shall develop and
maintain a comprehensive, easily accessible geographic
guide containing basic consumer information regarding
skilled nursing facilities and residential care facilities for
the elderly in California, in order that the elderly and
their families may access fundamental information with
which to make important decisions about necessary levels
and types of care.

(b) The department shall make the geographic guide
available on the Internet, and shall update it at least
monthly, by contacting the appropriate licensing entities,
as follows:

(1) The State Department of Health Services, with
respect to skilled nursing facilities.

(2) The State Department of Social Services, with
respect to residential care facilities for the elderly.

(c) (1) The department shall obtain from the listed
facilities, and shall include in the guide, information
regarding basic identifying data, and changes of
ownership.

(2) The department shall obtain from the appropriate
licensing agencies copies of the public record portions of
disciplinary actions that are finalized by action of a court
of law, an administrative law judge, an uncontested
administrative action, or by a stipulation that is not
appealed to a court of law.

(d) The geographic guide listing for each facility shall
include, but not be limited to, all of the following:
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(1) The name, address, and telephone number of the
facility.

(2) The number of units or beds in the facility.

(3) The number, and monthly cost, of private rooms,
and semi-private rooms, if the facility is operated in
conjunction with other levels of care.

(4) If the facility is a nursing home, whether it accepts
Medicare, includes a rehabilitation unit, accepts patients
with mild Alzheimer’s disease or other mild dementia, or
allows for the keeping of small pets, and similar
information.

(5) The number and nature of any final disciplinary
actions, pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (c),
taken by the appropriate state licensing agency against
the facility.
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